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f \ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
1 ;| Notlons! Qoesnic snd A phsria Administretion’
‘k NATIORAL MARINE FISHERES SERVICE

1318 Easswens Highwiay
Biver Boring. Nwm 20810

MAY |2 o003
The Honorable Sonny Perdue '
Governor
State of Georgia

203 State Capi.ol
Atania, GA 30334-0500

Dear Governoi Perdue:

This is a follovaup 1o the January 6, 2003, lenter from Secrelary Evans regarding the request from
the governor’s office for a determination ofa commercial fishery failure of Georgia’s blue crab
ﬁshexy, pursuent to Section 3. 12(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fisthery Consexvation and
WM%M £iot (Magnuson-Stcvms Act). A leller 1o the previous: gnvermr was inadvertently

sent on May 8, 2003 and I'regret any problem this may havecausedi— — - e

On behalf of the Sccretary, the Nzational Marine Fisheries Service has reviewed the information
you provided rnd othér data on the unprecedented declines in the abundance of blue crabs in
Georgie water:sand the significant loss of income to commercial fishermen. Our enalysis hes led
us to determins thal the bluc crab fishery has sxpericnced a commercial fishery failure ducw e
fishery resour:e disasier of, most likely, natural (otherwise undetermined) causes, as defined by
Section 512(a: of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

Assisiance to address the commerclal fishery failure will depend on an appropriatiop from
Congress. If 1 pproprisied, funds could be used under Section 312(a) for activities to assess the
cconomic and social effocts of the commercial failure, or w restore the fishery or preventa
similar fallure in the future and 1o assist the affecicd fishing commumity, However, any such
sctivity must uot expand the size or scope of the commezcial failure in the blue crab fishery or
into other fisk.crics or geographic regions. Furhermore, the Federal share of the cost of the
activity is lim ted to 75 percent of the total cost.

I appreciate your interest in this important issue.

William T. Hogarth, Ph.D.

THE ABRBIESTANT ADMINIETRATOR
FOR FISHERES
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